Journal ofthe Royal Society ofMedicine Volume 78 May 1985 421 Endocarditis (Contemporary Issues in Infectious Diseases, vol 2) M A Sande et al. (ed) pp 234 £35 ISBN 0-443-08325-8 New York: Churchill Livingstone 1984 Dr Merle Sande and Dr Richard Root both hold prestigious academic positions in the United States; both of them are prominent authorities on infectious diseases, and together they are editing a series of 4 volumes on 'Contemporary Issues in Infectious Diseases'. 'Endocarditis' is the second volume in their series, and for this they are joined by Donald Kaye as co-editor. There are 17 contributors, all known for their investigations into this fascinating disease. The emphasis is on recent progress which, of course, entails studies into the factors which precede bacterial endocarditis, i.e. the role of deposits of fibrin and platelets on valves, damage by intrusive procedures, and reasons why drug addicts are particularly prone to endocarditis. The immunological basis of systemic lesions, which were attributed to emboli from vegetations, is presented in some detail. Several contributors consider what we have learnt from animal experiments. Newer methods of clinical monitoring including echocardiography are not overlooked and views on ways to prevent subacute bacterial endocarditis are reviewed. On the whole this volume will be found of most value to everyone who is actively involved in research into endocarditisits 'pathogenesis' in particular. The extensive bibliography, which is slanted towards North American contributions, will be of value to these workers. First, comes a series of papers which analyse our present understanding of the various conditions we currently combine under the umbrella term of systemic lupus erythematosus. Immunopathogenesis, clinical course and therapeutic modalities are discussed in just sufficient detail for specialist and general physician alike to benefit substantially from reading these accounts. The short middle section, Progress in Glomerulonephritis, is devoted to two of the most topical areas associated with glomerular dysfunction, namely the formation of immune deposits in the nephrotic syndrome. Established dogma in both these fields has been questioned more and more in recent years and these well written 'state of the art' presentations by leading authorities are well received. The final part of the book, which is concerned with the renin angiotensin system, is perhaps slightly repetitive in parts and could possibly have benefited from more judicious editing. Nonetheless, it reviews the rapidly unravelling complexities of this intricate network of biochemical relationships and, combined with sound clinical appraisal of current practice and conjecture on implications for future manipulation, primarily in the field of blood pressure control, makes the major part of this 'contribution' most informative and stimulating.
In general this is a well written and presented volume, and is particularly well referenced. It highlights how much has been discovered in these particular areas of nephrology, but yet demonstrates how much we still have to learn.
N P MALLICK

Consultant Physician Manchester Royal Infirmary
Research in Mental Illness. D Richter (ed) pp 181 £4.95 ISBN 0-433-27601-0 London: Heinemann Medical 1984 Though committees are unsuitable for the conduct of research, this little book suggests that they may be able to write about it. The 14 chapters are based on outlines of selected investigations provided by 20 members of the Research Committee of the Royal College of Psychiatrists. Their material has been skilfully stitched together by the editor to produce a lucid account of several growing points in the broad field of psychiatric research, designed primarily for a non-medical readership. Many physicians, however, will find the volume an informative guide to recent achievements and to work in progress. The author must have access to a good library and he has used it well. The foundation of this book is approximately 300 papers relating to general practice, computing and the interfaces between them. Parts of this work read like a railway timetableall information, but little colour concerning the places to be visited. We leave the station, gathering speed through the first three chapters. These set the scene by
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